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August 7, 2014 

                   BRISTOL HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION MEETING 
 

 

 

Held:  August 7, 2014, at Town Hall, 10 Court Street, Bristol, Rhode Island 

 

Present: Chairman Oryann Lima, Members Victor Cabral, Thomas Enright, John Allen, 

Mary Millard 

 

Also Present:   Andrew Teitz, Esq. 

 

  

Chairman Lima brought the meeting to order at 7:05PM. 

 

The minutes of the July 10, 2014, meeting were approved as presented.   (Cabral/Enright 5-0) 

 

 

1.   14-064  22-26 Burnside St., Herreshoff Marine Museum 

 1. restore cupola; 2. re-roof; 3. restore sagging roof 

 

Halsey Herreshoff presented. Staff Assistant photographs were marked Exhibit A, Applicant 

plans were marked Exhibits B-Q.  Application is for Phase 1 of restoration of the building at 22-

26 Burnside St.  Regarding the roof, currently the main roof is asphalt shingles, proposal is for 

rubber roof due to 18° roof slope also adjoining Building 28 has deteriorated rubber roof.  A low 

elongated pyramid structure to raise the roof surface above the connecting gully is planned to 

properly shed water. 

 

The cupola will be structurally and decoratively restored with no design change.  Existing copper 

roof believed in good condition but needs minor repair at lower edges.  Repair and remount 

weather vane, which is now at a slant. 

 

Windows are in deteriorated condition, restorations will be made if possible with replacements 

where necessary with Horner Boston single pane wood windows. 

 

Chairman Lima invited comments from the public.  There were none. 

 

A motion was made to approve Application 14-064 as presented for the restoration of the 

cupola as outlined and presented in exhibits with any replacement windows to be Horner 

Boston single pane wood windows.  Re-roof with asphalt and rubber sections as shown in 

Exhibit R (A-1) and remounting of weather vane.  Also to install a hip shaped cricket as 

shown in Exhibit R. (A-1) in accordance with Secretary of the Interior Standards #5, 8, 9  

(Enright/Allen 5-0).  

 

Findings of Facts include that this decision conforms to the Secretary of the Interior 

Standards:  5, 8, 9. 

 

Project Monitor:  Thomas Enright 

 

 

 



HDC                                                                                                                      Page 2 of 9 

August 7, 2014 

2. 14-084  570 Hope St., Bristol Warren School Dept. 

             install new shed 

 

Property manager George Simmons presented. Staff Assistant photographs were marked Exhibit 

A, Applicant plans were marked Exhibits B-I.  Application is to build and install a new storage 

shed on the Colt School yard for storage of equipment.  The majority of the members did not feel 

that the proposed design and material were appropriate for the elegant marble school building 

and that the placement should be in a less prominent area.  Mr. Simmons was asked to find a 

placement closer to the building or near the dumpster location or inside the building.  He was 

amenable to looking for a better location and to use more appropriate siding on the shed.  He 

requested a continuance to the October meeting. 

 

Chairman Lima invited comments from the public.  There were none. 

 

A motion was made to continue Application 14-084 to the October 2, 2014, meeting 

(Enright/Cabral 5-0).  

 

 

3.    14-092  259 Hope St., Jerry & Amy deRham 

 install air cooling system 

 

Property owner Jerry deRham  presented. Staff Assistant photographs were marked Exhibit A, 

Applicant plans were marked Exhibits B-F.  Application is to install a Trane cooling system for 

the 2
nd

 and 3
rd

 floors on the N side of the house to the west of the bulkhead.  The system will be 

installed on a concrete pad and the connecting pipes will be painted the same color as the house. 

 

Chairman Lima invited comments from the public.  There were none. 

 

A motion was made to approve Application 14-092 as presented and illustrated in exhibits 

in accordance with Secretary of the Interior Standard #9 (Cabral/Enright 5-0).  

 

Findings of Facts include that this decision conforms to the Secretary of the Interior 

Standard:  9 

 

Project Monitor:  Mary Millard 

 

 

4. 14-095  728 Hope St., Carole, Ed Mansur 
 replace fence 

 

Property owner called and withdrew the application. 

 

 

5.   14-096  101 Ferry Rd., Blithewold 

  install HVAC system 

 

Executive Director Karen Binder presented. Staff Assistant photographs were marked Exhibit A, 

Applicant plans were marked Exhibits B-E.  Application is to install two HVAC condensers on 

the south east corner of the mansion.   

 



HDC                                                                                                                      Page 3 of 9 

August 7, 2014 

Chairman Lima invited comments from the public.  There were none. 

 

A motion was made to approve Application 14-096 as presented for the installation of 

condensers in the location indicated on Exhibit D in accordance with Secretary of the 

Interior Standard #9 (Cabral/Allen 5-0).  

 

Findings of Facts include that this decision conforms to the Secretary of the Interior 

Standard:  9 

 

Project Monitor:  Victor Cabral 

 

 

Member Victor Cabral recused himself from hearing Application 14-098. 

 

6.   14-098  10 Milk St., Antonio Simas 

  1. replace siding; 2. replace windows; 3. remodel bulkhead 

 

Property owner Antonio Simas and his daughter Michelle Simas presented. Staff Assistant 

photographs were marked Exhibit A, Applicant plans were marked Exhibits B-H.  Application is 

to replace existing wood shingles with aluminum siding, to replace the wood windows with vinyl 

windows and to remodel the bulkhead.  Mr. Simas is returning following a Concept Review and 

site visit for this application at which times he was informed that vinyl siding was not 

appropriate for the Historic District.  Commission members were not opposed to replacement 

vinyl windows due to the fact that the house was constructed in the 1980s and was not a 

contributing building. 

 

Mr. Simas was informed that his drawings for a remodeled bulkhead were not complete enough 

for review.  Mr. Simas was reluctant to submitting more details for this addition but will return in 

September if he is able to provide drawings. 

 

Chairman Lima invited comments from the public.  Mr. Jonathan Feinstein an abutting neighbor 

(22 Byfield) stated that Mr. Simas is a “meticulous keeper of his property.” 

 

A motion was made to approve Application 14-098 for replacement of the existing siding 

with wood cedar shingles (sample to be delivered to the office and approved by the project 

monitor prior to work beginning) and replacement of the deteriorated wood windows with 

vinyl clad windows as shown in application Exhibit C, Pella 250 Series in accordance with 

Secretary of the Interior Standard #9 (Enright/Allen 5-0).  

 

Findings of Facts include that this decision conforms to the Secretary of the Interior 

Standard:  9.  Also, the structure was built in the 1980s and is not a contributing building 

to the Historic District  

 

Project Monitor:  John Allen 

 

A motion was made to continue the remodel of the bulkhead to the September 4, 2014, 

meeting (Enright/Allen 5-0). 
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Member Cabral returned to his seat on the Commission. 

 

 

 

7. 14-099  64 Church St., Cathy, Paul DelNero 
 repair/replace windows 

 

Contractor Chris Fagan presented. Staff Assistant photographs were marked Exhibit A, 

Applicant plans were marked Exhibits B-F.  Application is to repair the windows on the front of 

the house (north elevation) and replace windows on the east and west with Brosco wood 

windows which were approved for replacements on the south elevation.  The Commission visited 

the site and found that the subject windows are not original to the building and are very poor fits 

for the casings.  Owner has agreed to store any removed sash on the property.  Removed sash 

will be used in the repairs to the front windows. 

 

Chairman Lima invited comments from the public.  There were none. 

 

A motion was made to approve Application 14-099 as presented to repair front windows as 

needed and to replace windows on east and west elevations with Brosco wood windows to 

match previous replacements.  Removed sash will be stored on the property.  Decision is in 

accordance with Secretary of the Interior Standards #2, 5, 6, 9 (Allen/Cabral 5-0).  

 

Findings of Facts include that this decision conforms to the Secretary of the Interior 

Standards:  2, 5, 6, 9. 

 

Project Monitor:  John Allen   

 

 

8.   14-100  259 High St., Bernice Parella 

            1. replace aluminum gutters; 2. repair/replace clapboards, trim 

 

Contractor Benjamin Doyon presented. Staff Assistant photographs were marked Exhibit A, 

Applicant plans were marked Exhibits B-D.  Application is to repair or replace deteriorated 

clapboards and trim using in kind material and to replace aluminum gutters.  Mr. Doyon stated 

that most of the clapboard replacement is on the east elevation below the 2
nd

 story.  Replacement 

gutters will be “K” style (existing wood gutters that have been roofed over will remain.) 

 

Chairman Lima invited comments from the public.  There were none. 

 

A motion was made to approve Application 14-100 as presented to repair or replace 

deteriorated clapboards and trim using in kind material and to replace aluminum gutters 

in accordance with Secretary of the Interior Standard #9 (Enright/Cabral 5-0).  

 

Findings of Facts include that this decision conforms to the Secretary of the Interior 

Standard:  9 

 

Project Monitor:  Thomas Enright 
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9.   14-101  448 Hope St., Brito Enterprises, Inc. 

            1. replace balustrade; 2. remove window; 3. install door; 4. install deck 

 

Jeffrey Moniz from Northeast Collaborative (architects) presented. Staff Assistant photographs 

were marked Exhibit A, Applicant plans were marked Exhibits B-J.  Application is to replace 

existing balustrade to an all wood with dimensions to meet residential building codes; to remove 

a window and replace with a Marvin MDS Integrity door and transom with wood core and 

Evergreen fiberglass exterior.  Also, to install a mahogany deck as shown in plans. 

 

Chairman Lima invited comments from the public.  There were none. 

 

A motion was made to approve Application 14-101 as presented to replace balustrade to 

meet residential code with an all mahogany balustrade.  To remove existing window and 

replace with a door and transom (Exhibit J) and to install a mahogany deck in accordance 

with Secretary of the Interior Standard #9 (Allen/Cabral 5-0).  

 

Findings of Facts include that this decision conforms to the Secretary of the Interior 

Standard:  9 

 

Project Monitor:  John Allen 

 

 

10. 14-102  29-31 State St., State Street Tavern/Michael Mizrahi 

            signs 

 

Property owner Michael Mizrahi presented. Staff Assistant photographs were marked Exhibit A, 

Applicant plans were marked Exhibits B-E.  Application is to install two signs for a new 

business.  Signs are pictured in Exhibit E with a description of the under canopy sign shown in 

Exhibit D and the top of canopy sign pictured and described in Exhibits B and C.  

 

Chairman Lima invited comments from the public.  There were none. 

 

A motion was made to approve Application 14-102 as presented for two signs as pictured 

and described in exhibits in accordance with Secretary of the Interior Standard #9 

(Allen/Cabral 5-0).  

 

Findings of Facts include that this decision conforms to the Secretary of the Interior 

Standard:  9 

 

Project Monitor:  Mary Millard 

 

 

11. 14-103  101 Ferry Rd., Blithewold 

 new special event pavilion 

 

Executive Director Karen Binder and architect Ed Cifune presented. Staff Assistant photographs 

were marked Exhibit A, Applicant plans were marked Exhibits B-U.  A Concept Review was 

heard May 1, 2014, when details of the project were discussed.  When questioned regarding 

window material, Karen answered that they were all wood and would not have storm windows. 
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Member Allen remarked that the Concept Review and the great amount of detail on the plans 

was a great help in making decisions. 

 

Chairman Lima invited comments from the public.  There were none. 

 

A motion was made to approve Application 14-103 as presented and shown in Material List 

and Plans (Exhibits B-U) in accordance with Secretary of the Interior Standards #9, 10 

(Allen/Cabral 5-0).  

 

Findings of Facts include that this decision conforms to the Secretary of the Interior 

Standards:  9, 10.  Also, the addition is fitting with the existing historical buildings and will 

not be a distraction as it is not in close proximity to the mansion.  The pavilion will not be 

visible from the street or water. 

 

Project Monitor:  John Allen 

 

 

12. 14-104  281 High St., First Congregational Church, Guiteras House 

             replace wood gutters 

 

Contractor Rob Cagnetta presented. Staff Assistant photographs were marked Exhibit A, 

Applicant plans were marked Exhibits B-G.  Application is to replace existing failing wood 

gutters with aluminum gutters.  The plan is to remove the wood gutters, extend the roof 

sheathing and repair asphalt shingles.  To install a new aluminum drip edge and aluminum K-

style gutters.  Mr. Cagnetta submitted this plan as a future cost saving maintenance measure for 

the congregational Church.  Mr. Cagnetta stated that the current wood gutters were installed circa 

1960s, 1970s. 

 

Member Millard stated she had an issue with extending the roof line and adding another course 

of shingles.  The aluminum gutters will “pop out” and change and detract from the rhythm of the  

wall profile. 

 

When an Azek replacement was suggest, Mr. Cagnetta said it works in short runs, but this 

building is too long and he feels replacement gutter may sag over time.  He also stated that the 

cost to replace the existing gutters with wood gutters would be the same cost as a retro fit with 

new aluminum gutters. 

 

Member Allen stated that building is so significant that the wood gutter profile should not be 

changed.  Mr. Cagnetta agreed and was amiable to submitting an alternate plan at a future 

meeting. 

  

Chairman Lima invited comments from the public.  There were none. 

 

A motion was made to continue Application 14-104 to the September 4, 2014, meeting 

(Cabral/Allen 5-0).  
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13. 14-106  16 John St., 16 John St., LLC 

            1. replace rear door; 2. replace windows; 3. skylight 

 

 

Property owner Tom Principe presented. Staff Assistant photographs were marked Exhibit A, 

Applicant plans were marked Exhibits B-M.  Mr. Principe stated he had found the majority of 

missing sash in the building and will repair the existing windows.  He will use the best sash in 

the front windows (north elevation) and would like to replace the six windows on the south 

elevation with Brosco, wood, TDL.  He intends to install Point One storm windows.   

 

The skylight will be installed on the west side roof and will not be visible.  Rear door to be 

replaced with a JeldWen, four lite, wood door (Exhibit E). 

 

Chairman Lima invited comments from the public.  There were none. 

 

A motion was made to approve Application 14-106 as presented for repair/reconstruction 

of windows; replacement of six windows on south elevation using Brosco wood, TDL 

windows.  Installation of a skylight as shown in Exhibit K and pictured in aerial photo; 

and, installation of new JeldWen wood door in accordance with Secretary of the Interior 

Standards #2, 4, 6, 9 (Enright/Cabral 4-0).  

 

Findings of Facts include that this decision conforms to the Secretary of the Interior 

Standards:  2, 4, 6, 9 

 

Project Monitor:  Victor Cabral 

 

 

14. 14-108  725 Hope St., 30 Thompson LLC 

 1. demolish garage; 2. re-grade, pave driveway and parking area; 3. repair front porch; 4. replace  
 rotted trim in kind 

 

Property owner Tom Principe presented. Staff Assistant photographs were marked Exhibit A, 

Applicant plans were marked Exhibits B-I. 

 

Application is to remove the existing metal garage and replace with a new parking area.  Also, to 

make in kind repairs to the front porch and deteriorated/rotted trim.  It was suggested that the 

garage (which may be a Sears garage) could be donated to RWU Historical Preservation Dept. 

 

Member Allen stated he felt that paving the rear area would appear worse than the garage.  He 

agrees the garage should be removed but would like to see some green rather than solid asphalt.  

 

Mr. Principe stated that there are four apartments in the building and he needs to be able to 

provide at least four parking places.  He stated he will landscape to soften the asphalt 

appearance. 

 

Chairman Lima invited comments from the public.  There were none. 

 

A motion was made to approve Application 14-108 as presented for the removal of the 

garage and to re-grade and pave a parking area for four spaces.  To make in kind repairs 
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to the porch elements and deteriorated trim in accordance with Secretary of the Interior 

Standards #5, 6, 9 (Allen/Cabral 5-0).  

 

Findings of Facts include that this decision conforms to the Secretary of the Interior 

Standards:  5, 6, 9.  Also, even though the garage may have historical value, it is in a 

serious state of disrepair. 

 

Project Monitor:  Victor Cabral 

 

 

15. 14-109  22 Byfield St., Jonathan, Carol Feinstein 

  addition to shed 

 

Property owner John Feinstein presented. Staff Assistant photographs were marked Exhibit A, 

Applicant plans were marked Exhibits B-C.  Mr. Feinstein is applying for a Certificate of 

Appropriateness for an addition to his rear shed which has already been constructed.  He 

expanded an existing shed matching the existing clapboard siding and asphalt roof shingles. 

 

Chairman Lima invited comments from the public.  There were none. 

 

A motion was made to approve Application 14-109 as presented for addition to existing 

shed in accordance with Secretary of the Interior Standards #9, 10 (Cabral/Allen 5-0).  

 

Findings of Facts include that this decision conforms to the Secretary of the Interior 

Standards: 9, 10 

 

 

 

Staff Report: 

 Staff Approvals – July =7, copy attached 

Project Monitor Report(s) 

 Solicitor Teitz reported on a site visit to 410 Thames St. stating that while the new 

dimensions of the corner boards are not the same as the original he does not feel that it is worth 

prosecuting as the municipal court judge probably would not charge a fine. 

 

 

Adjourn: 

A motion to adjourn was unanimously passed at 10:10PM  

 

SC 

Date Approved:   September 4, 2014 
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BRISTOL HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 

 

Monthly Sign-Off Report 

July, 2014 

     

DATE   APP. NO.         ADDRESS                    WORK DESCRIPTION – In Kind 

7/8 14-097 7 Pleasant St. Re-roof 

7/22 14-105 16 John Re-roof, repair bulkhead; repair/replace 

deteriorated trim, siding <25% 

7/22 14-107 725 Hope Install flashing over windows 

7/22 14-110 499 Hope In kind repair to rear roof; damaged deck 

and deck rail 

7/22 14-111 515 Hope Repair/replace as necessary roofing over 

loading dock; and loading dock ceiling                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

7/29 14-113 477 Hope In kind repairs if necessary, east elevation 

prior to painting 

7/29 14-117 400 Hope Replace door, repair handicap ramp 

    

    

    

    

 


